
 
 
 
 

We all know when we are fortunate to run into genuinely good people.  People you know can be trusted and in-
spire us to be better.  Well, we have two individuals that make light work of setting a high bar in every way both 
personally and professionally.  The following story only is the tip of the iceberg on why we are honoured to include 
Donal and Phelim McQuillan of Colinwell Concrete into the Allan Block Wall of Fame.  You may recognize their sur-
name as Irish.  Their family did not immigrate to the new world, they stayed and made Ireland work.  
 

Colinwell was established by John McQuillan as a limestone quarry in the 1880s. In the 1950s Colinwell began to 
manufacture basic concrete blocks, utilizing the excess “Quarry Dust” that was produced as a by-product from 
quarry aggregates. The limestone quarry was sold in the 1960s and Colinwell expanded block manufacturing on the 
present site on Colinglen Road, Belfast, Northern Ireland.  During the 1980s the original Colinwell company grew 
into the manufacturing company “Colinwell Masonry”, producing and marketing an extensive range of high quality 
“facing” products which became the market leader throughout Ireland. In 2005 Colinwell entered an exclusive 
agreement to manufacture the Allan Block Retaining Wall System in the UK and Ireland. 
 

Having just gone through a pandemic of our own, the following provides a bit of context on how blessed most of us 
were through the last few years.  In 1918 John McQuillan Jr., owner of the limestone quarry, fell prey to influenza 
and septic pneumonia.  John Jr., 30, died on the 12th of November, as did his sister Elizabeth, 32. His mother Mary, 
58, on the very next day. 
 

A younger brother Gerard, grandfather of Donal and Phelim and a sibling named Eugene, escaped the clutches of 
the Spanish Flu pandemic due to their attendance at Castlenock Boys Boarding School in Dublin. When Gerard and 
Eugene returned home from school that winter, a large proportion of the family on the paternal side had been 
wiped out in a matter of days. As was the case in Ireland at the time, remaining members of the family and neigh-
bours from the townland of Hannahstown supported the brothers in continuing to operate the limestone quarry 
which subsequently, over the years, evolved 
into Colinwell Concrete owned and managed by 
Gerard and Hugo McQuillan, grandfather and 
father respectively to Donal and Phelim. 
 

The water which flows from the Colin Mountain 
was harnessed initially over a hundred years ago 
to deliver a power source to the quarry. It con-
tinues to be used to assist in and facilitate the 
manufacture and production of specialty con-
crete masonry products at Colinwell.  About ten 
years ago, Phelim pursued adding a wind tur-
bine on Colin Mountain.  This continued the pro-
cess of innovation to tap the natural resources 
of what their great-grandfather started. Maybe 
green energy is not that new of an idea. 
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Donal started working at Colinwell in 1970, when he was just 16 years 
old, giving up his school education to follow in his late father and Grand-
fathers footsteps. He started at the bottom and worked his way up, 
learning the trade from his father, he soon became the go to man for 
queries about the plant, machinery & production. Over the years he 
eventually became the Joint Managing Director of the company along-
side his brother Phelim.  
 

Having been a part of Colinwell for over 52 years he has been a massive 
driving force behind the success of the company, even through the low 
times and the recession, his passion, and his dedication to Colinwell has 
never stopped.  
 

Phelim began his career at Colinwell in 1980.  Prior to joining the family 
business Phelim studied for an honours degree in design and technology 
through Queens University Belfast, and graduated in 1978.  A brief peri-
od of two years spent working in the education sector confirmed Phe-
lim’s belief that his future lay in entering the family business instead of 
pursuing a career in teaching. He knew that the family tradition of man-
ufacturing construction products formed part of his DNA. 

 

Phelim used his personal commitment and energy to plan for and then 
lead the development of a skilled professional sales and marketing team 
to address the diverse needs of contractors, architects and specifiers. 
 

Phelim’s business instincts and understanding convinced him that Colin-
well Masonry could thrive in the concrete masonry market by bringing 
innovative quality concrete products to market.  He was instrumental in 
building a reputation for their company of understanding and delivering 
to the needs of the market and their customers.   
 

This road led Colinwell to becoming part of the Allan Block family and 
for the last seventeen years Phelim has led the charge to create the op-
portunity to bring our products to and develop a market for Allan Block 
across the UK and Ireland. The past few years they have earned Colin-
well the number one spot for Allan Block sales outside of North Ameri-
ca.  This was accomplished with a one-two punch.  Donal produced and 
Phelim sold.  Don’t fool with the McQuillan lads in the ring, we have a 
pair of Fightin’ Irishmen! 
 

Building a reputation of always delivering on his commitments and fighting his way out of darker troubled days in 
Northern Ireland, Phelim landed some top shelf projects for Donal to produce. Two projects that showcased their 
abilities were the Odyssey Arena – a multi-million-pound arena at the edge of the River Lagan, showcasing enter-
tainment and sport and for the multi-million-pound project for the building of the Victoria Square complex in  
Belfast, another prestigious landmark. 
 

Michael McGuigan, the new Managing Director of the company, sums up the respect and love that is felt by 
the Colinwell Team.  Donal and Phelim ensure that all employees feel welcome, safe, and secure in their 
roles, with many of whom have been with Colinwell for over 40 years. As someone once told Michael,  
“At Colinwell you arrive with a school bag and leave with a gold watch”. 
 

Donal and Phelim did not just sign the agreement to become partners with Allan Block, they took the lead to build 
the business.  Donal made product that was good enough to secure the prestigious BBA approval for roads and high-
ways.  Phelim led the charge with many trips a month to the UK to develop the opportunities that they are deliver-
ing on.  Through it all, both were patient with the crazy Yankees they were working with across the pond. 
 

As we look back over the short 35 plus years of the story of Allan Block, the friendship, partnership, and pride that 
has come with working with Donal and Phelim clearly illustrates how blessed we at Allan Block have been.  Regard-
less of the distance that separates us, we all come for the same place and working together we can overcome so 
much.  It is by looking at the efforts of individuals like Donal and Phelim it makes it easy for us to carry on our  
mission of Always Better, Always Allan Block. 


