
Using the old adage that “Still Water Runs Deep” may be the best way 
to capture our next inductee into the Allan Block Wall of Fame.  Mr. 
Wes Bowman brings much more than what you see on the surface.  
We first met Wes in 2004 during our negotiations with Bob Corbitt and 
Wes with Blue Stone Block to become Production Partners with Allan 
Block.  It would have taken an FBI profiler to understand the value that 

Wes was going to bring to our partnership.  Having spent a considerable amount of time in the mar-
ket that they were going to service and supply, I knew how much opportunity we could tap into.  As 
we prepared to sign off on our Agreement, I asked Bob and Wes a simple straightforward question, 
“Are you ready for the change that this partnership is going to bring to Blue Stone?”.  This of course 
led to a discussion to better explain what I meant.  Blue Stone was going to be venturing out far be-
yond their typical service area and this would be their first move into producing a mortarless wall 
system with much higher standards than the CMUs that made up the bulk of their business.  Experi-
ence has taught us that not all production teams are able to embrace this type of challenge.  Wes 
listened to the discussion with Bob and simply indicated that ”Yes” he was ready and he would fig-
ure it out. 
 
Well, I would say he more than figured it out.  He became a leader not only for his plant, but also a 
resource to other Allan Block plants when they had a tough production problem.  I cannot think of a 
plant that runs Columbia equipment 
that I have not asked Wes to talk to at 
one time or another.  In the plant, he 
was as hands on as it gets for a produc-
tion manager.  His vision and mechani-
cal ability positioned him to live by our 
motto of Always Better.  Wes would see 
a problem area in the plant and design 
and build a fix to increase quality and 
speed up the output of the plant.  From 
a vertical shaft rotating brush for clean-
ing the top of the blocks, to his one-of-
a-kind block lowerator, to his plant-
built tumbling line, there was no chal-
lenge to big or detail to small that he 
did not tackle.   
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As we go deeper below the surface of who Wes is, there are so many layers that make him excep-
tional.  To capture the stress of keeping a plant running well, to building a production team that is 
all working together, to keeping a balance between work, professionalism, and being a good person, 
Wes sets the pace and is someone for us all to look up to.  Add to all this, just when you think you 
have him figured out his sense of humor catches you off guard as he works to lighten the tone when 
things get a bit stressful.     
 
Bill Corbitt said Wes applied for a job with him at age 17.  He hired him quickly as he “came from the 
farm” and thought he would be a good worker.  Wes went to school at night to get a degree in Elec-
trical Circuitry and never looked back.  Bill relinquished managing control of the block plant letting 
Wes take over and boy did he ever.  Bill said all you had to do was “get him what he needs and leave 
him alone”. 
 
Bill told a story about getting upset after hearing about quality issues from the block plant.  Bill stat-
ed “I go up there with smoke coming out my ears and sparks coming out my eyes telling the block 
plant employees about the issue and how upset I was.  When I finish Wes calmly tells the guys let’s 
go solve the problem”. 
  
The Corbitt’s passed ownership of the business to the Chandler family.  As this was not the first 
company they purchased, sometimes they may find a skeleton or two that they must deal with after 
the sale.  Well, what they found behind door number one with Wes can only be described as a 
pleasant surprise.  Bob Chandler and Neal Ragsdale have only known Wes one year now and say: 
“Wes is very understated and quiet, but knows how to make excellent block.  He’s a fantastic worker 
but a better person who has a sneaky sense of humor.  He’s a pleasure to work with and a huge as-
set to our team and company.  He’s one of a kind.”  Everyone at the plant refers to him as “the Plant 
Ninja”. “I think we all agree that we are glad he is on our team”, says Bill Dowdy. 
 
The concrete block business is made up of many hardworking individuals. Many things have 
changed since the first concrete blocks were made on hand filled and operated machines from Sears 
and Roebucks. Wes has carried forward the 
work ethic of the pioneers of this industry, but 
uses his mind to embrace present day technol-
ogy to make better block with less effort.  Alt-
hough he continues to work harder, he leads 
with working smarter.  Wes stands at the front 
of the line with his simple straightforward “get 
it done attitude”.  If we are judged at the end 
of our time on if we have made life better for 
others, if we had a positive impact on those 
around us, Wes sets a very high bar for us all 
to live up to.  From all of us in the Allan Block 
family please accept our heartfelt thanks for 
your friendship and for helping us work on our 
goal of “Always Better, Always Allan Block”. 


